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The Truth About 
Atroeities 


HERE are few things about 
which it is more difficult to 
think clearly than the 
atrocities alleged to have been 
committed by the enemy in time 
of war. 

Their reality is a question on 
which emotions are strongly en- 
gaged but about which it is al- 
most impossible to get reliable 


evidence while the war is still on.- 


A certain number of the atrocities 
of the last war (such as the cutting 
off the hands of Belgian children) 
were generally believed and found 
adeauately established by competent 
judges on the Allied side, yet were 
proved after the war to have been 
completely fictitious. 

This contrast between what was 


believed during the last war and what. 


-afterwards turned out to be the truth 
justifies a considerable amount of 
scepticism about atrocity stories. 
Nevertheless, one is no more likely 
to get the truth by automatically 
rejecting all atrocity stories than by 
automatically accepting them- 

A suspension of judgment seems to 
be the most reasonable reaction, 
coupled, of course, with a firm re- 
fusal to be moved by them to an 
irrational and undiseriminating 
hatred of the enemy. 

The essential nature of an atrocity 
story, whether true or false, is its 
function of creating or intensifying 
hatred of the enemy. 

Thus, when Hitler was. preparing 
to Wage war on Czetho-Sicyakia im 
1939, German feeling was stirred by 
stories of atrocities committed by the 
Czechs against Sudeten Germans, and 
the German illustrated papers had 
pathetic pictures of weeping mothers 
vith their children clinging to them 


terrified refugees from  Czecho- 
Slovakia fleeing for safety into 
Germany. 


Those whose sympathies were with 
the Czechs might suspect that these 
stories were false and the picture 
faked. 

Tt may or may not have been so, 
but, if the steries were true, it is 
also true that the purpose of their 
appearance in the German papers 
was to create hatred of the Czechs, 
and to prepare the Germans for war- 
like action against them. 


Unforeseen Reactions 


In the early days of the Spanish 
civil war, I heard an English Con- 
servative say that one good thing that 
might come out of the war was that 


English socialists would be so horrified ' 


by the atrocities of the Spanish 
government forces that they would 
realize what an evil thing socialism 
was. 

Of course he was wrong; what 
horrified the English socialists was 


What About YOUR 
Devotion ? 


pel Fighting Fund this week profits by. 
an allocation of £5 from the memorial 
fund to the late Ive Miller, the indefatigable 
seller of Peace News whose devotion to the 
cause was itself an inspiration. Yet another 
donation which calls for particular remark 
is an anonymous gift of five (National Savings 
tokens which were given to a group of friends 
to reward their voluntary fire-watching. 

_ Still, the fact remains that the fortnightly 
list of. contributions is behind schedule. We 
are still unable to take advantage of the offer 
of a friend to add £1 every week that the 
contributions reach £19. 


Contributions during the past fortnight: 
£33 16s. 10d. Total to date: £3,374 6s. 1d. 


The Editor 


Please make all cheques, POs, and money 
orders for the Peace News fund payable to 
Peose News Ltd. and crossed “a/c Payee” 
and address them to the Accountant, Peace 
News, 3 Bilackatock Road, London, N.4. 


the atrocities committed by Franco’s 


armies, while the English anti- 
socialists were horrified by the 
atrocities committed by the armies 


of the Spanish government. 


Socialists and anti-socialists be- 
lieved different sets of atrocity stories; 
the effect on both sides was merely to 
reinforce the sympathies and opinions 
which they already had, which is in 
aecordance with the general principle 
of wishful thinking that we terd to 
believe what is serviceable to action. 

Stories of cruelties wn the part of 
the enemy serve to strengthen hatred 
against him and increase determina- 
tion to continue fighting against him. 

For this reason, both sides in every 
war tell stories of the ecruelties com- 
mitted on the other side; these are 
readily believea and strengthen 
military determination amongst those 
already engaged against the enemy, 
while they are strongly dishelieved by 
those on the other side. 


Dilemma 


For those of pacifist conviction in 
a warring country the matter is less 
simple; they are likely to find them- 
selves in a state of emotional conflict 
with respect to atrocity stories. 

On the one hand, they have no 
reason for wishing to believe the 
worst of the enemy, so are not in- 
clined to accept every atrocity story 
because it fits in with their wishes. 

On the other hand, they are no 
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less horrified by cruelty than most 
people, and are most unwilling to 
adopt an attitude of condonng 
cruelty. They may be tempted to 
get out of the conflict either by deny- 
ing the truth of all atrocity stories or 
by saying that these are inevitable 
by-products of war, equally true of 
all armies. 

The total denial of the truth of 
atrocities is certainly false, and the 
assertion that they aré found equally 
in all armies is probably also false, 
although we may agree that it is ex- 
tremely unlikely that atrocities are 
found in all armies fighting against 
us and none in the armies of our 
allies, 

Primitive Elements 

In order to understand the pnossi- 
bility of atrocities, we may accept 
the theory of Freud that sadism (the 
power of deriving sensual pleasure 
from the infliction of pain) is a 
primitive element in every character; 
outgrown and superseded by types of 
behaviour motivated by sympathy in 
the normal person in normal. sur- 
roundings. 

In a few abnormal individuals, this 
remains a dominant element in 
<waracter;j)in others it is only a latent 
potentiality kept far below the sur- 
face by their feelings of sympathy 


COMMENTARY 


TPHE air-raid on Japan has had the 

headlines; but it has little bear- 
ing on the development of the war. 
On the other hand, it does not need 
an alarmist to take Mr. Churchill’s 
statement on Ap. 11 concerming: the 


naval engagement in the Indian 
Ocean very seriously indeed. The 
crowning announcement was that 


“practically all our aircraft taking 
part in the attack (on the Japanese 
aircraft. carriers) were either shot 
down, or seriously injured, or ren- 
dered unserviceable.” In other words, 
it was another major naval defeat, 
whereby the harbours of Ceylon have 
become untenable. 
_ Simultaneously, we learned that 
the population of Madras is being 
evacuated; and that the Japanese 
advance in Burma is being pressed 
Torward. The oil-fields, which we 
badly need, and the Japanese do not, 
have been “scorched” and abandoned. 
The loss of the oilfields will 
mean ... the cessation of supplies 
to China” (Times, Ap. 17). 

Pr] 


Uniting India ==" 


A UNITED India might well take 
~~~ advantage of a situation so un- 
precedented.. But a united India does 
not exist—yet. The contention of the 
Indian nationalists 1s, really, that by 
an act of bold statesmanship Britain 


should help to create a united India 


By handing over the reality of power 
to a “national” government—that is, 
a_ wholly Indian junta, to which the 
Viceroy should stand in the same 
relation as the King to the British 
Cabinet—the decisive touch would be 
given to the creation of a national 
sentiment, which (despite Indian 
asseverations) does not effectively 
exist. 

There is much to be said, in the 
present situation, for this bold step. 
But it does no good to deny that it 
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Headlines—and Facts 


would be almost quixotic, or to pre- 
tend that India is really ripe for con- 
stitutional democracy. Constitutional 
democracy is no longer self-evidently 
the best form of government even for 
Kuropean nations. ° 


Indian Politics 


TPHE importance and representative 
character of political organiza- 
tions in India is easily over- 
estimated. Moreover, the paradoxical 
truth is that their exaggerated 
importance is mainly due to the 
British Raj, which’ has been a 
forcing-house for politicians divorced 
from the non-political Indian masses. 
That a group of such politicians 
should take over the government of 
India may be the most practical way 
out of the present deadlock; but it 
is certainly not obvious that it is the 
vight way. And the Congress 
politicians themselves need to clear 
their own demands of ambiguity. If 
they want Britain to withdraw from 
India altogether, they should say so 
wlainly. That is what Gandhi wants. 
and-he says so plainly. But the Con- 
gress politicians du not agree with 
inim, 4 
“J would love,” says Gandhi in the 
current Harijan, “to see a joint fight 
[of Hindus and Moslems] for inde- 
pendence. In the very process of 
securing independence it is highly 
likely that we shall have forgotten 
our quarrels.” (News-Chronicle, 
Ap. 20). 


Laval’s Broadcast 


JERY remarkable diserepancies ap- 
pear in the translations of 
Laval’s broadcast of Ap. 20. I have 


not space to examine them in detail; 
but I would ask the reader to com- 
pare thé translation in The Times 
with that of the News Chronicle. 


(Continued on page 2) 


IT 


and by the respect they feel for other 
people. 

Let us suppose, however, that there 
is a national minority or a conqueed 
race for whom there is no protection 
against humiliation and pain in law 
or in public opinion. 

A few will delight in inflicing 
humiliation and pain on them; far 
moze may do-so under orders or 
through respect for some political 
principle which demands such be- 
haviour. These may, at first, feel 


(Continued on page 4) 
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Behind The 
- Veil 


HOUGH the propaganda view of the war 
on all fronts has been presented more 
prominently even than usual lately, there 
have also been a few more balanced yiews of 
what is really happening behind the veil of 
illusion created by propaganda. Here are 
three, the second and third being reported in 
the Listener, Ap, 9, 
, 


The Japanese Government is as 
well aware as the British Govern- 
ment that in certain high quarters in 
Germany there is considerable sus- 
picion of Japanese motives and even 
alarm over the ease and rapidity 
with which Japan has expanded in 
the Far Hast. 


The Japanese remember that the 
very phrase “Yellow Peril” originated 
in Germany many Years ago and that 
Hitler himself regards the Japanese 
as an inferior race. 

Under these circumstances it would 
not be unnatural if the Japanese 
Were suspicious that these anti- 
Japanese elements in Germany might 
attempt to do a deal with the 
Allies. 

Theiy suspicions will not have been 
lessened by recent rumours that un- 
official German intermediaries have 
been seeking to make contact with 
the Allies in certain neutral capitals, 
which they will couple with the 
speculations now appearing in the 
German press about a possible post- 
ponement of the German spring 
offensive. 
pee Correspondent, News Chronicle, 

* * * 

I referred recently to the collapse 
of the Sritish Empire, which is 
taking place today, as one of the . 
Sreatest disasters in world history, 
comparable to a tremendous natural 
phenomenon. This impression is 
strengthened by a glance at the 
Indian Ocean. We should be giving 
@ poor account of ourselves indeed if 
we were to react only with gloating 
glee to such events. Their gigantic 
historic scale calls for a spirit of 
Magnanimity rather than meanness 
on our part, for it reveals our 
eg as the executer of a Higher 

Ik. 


(Admiral Lutzow, naval commentator, 
broadcasting from Deutschlandsender, Ap. 1.) 
* * * 


Tt is my opinion that the Nazis and 
the Russians will weaken each other 
sufficiently in their fighting this 
year so that they'll sit down and 
talk turkey. Should wé help either 
of them to becofe so strong that 
he can dominate the other outright? 


ATH Anterican broadcaster from Zeesen, 
Ap. Ly 
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Resistance and 
Creation 


AS the strain of war increases and 
we approach more and more 
nearly to the condition of total war, 
the possibility of any ‘effective in- 
fluence from the pacifist movement 
seems to decrease. More and more 
of the national energies—spiritual 
as well as physical —are absorbed 
into the functioning of the war- 
machine. Inevitably, too, the propa- 
ganda of hatred becomes more shrill; 
because a nation, begmning to 
strained to the limit in the effort. of 
total war, needs to feel that this 
blind ' effort is for a commensurate 
moral purpose. As the effort is 
supreme, so the end must be 
supremely good. Since a nation 
always knows it is not a nation of 
saints, the necessary attitude is 
achieved by believing its enemy to 
be supremely evil. One does not 
need to be a saint to have a glow of 
moral satisfaction at being called to 
annihilate the supreme Evil. 


Nevertheless, although the imme- 
diate outlook for pacifism in England 
looks pretty black, there are good 
reasons why we should take heart. 
One hundred per cent. organization 
for war—and we are getting near 
that so far as human beings are con- 
cerned—is against the grain of the 
British people. In spite of all the 
pretences, the machine does not run 
smoothly. Economically, there are 
stubborn resistances from capital on 
the one hand and from labour on the 
other; psychologically, the conscrip- 
tion of women—so shocking to what 
remains of the British tradition— 
will not meet with a willing reception. 
We need not adorn these resistances 
with a halo of morality they do not 
deserve; the motives and instincts 
behind them are not unmixedly good. 
They: are, indeed, as blind as the 
purposes and the operations of the 
war-machine itself; there is bad as 
well as good in the freedoms of which 
the sacrifice is being, and will be, 
resisted. But the sum and substance 
of the resistance, we believe, is good. 
It proceeds from a_ profound re- 
luctance in the British people to be 
petrified into a machine of total war. 


Whether this instinctive, almost 
animal, resistance will ever become 
fully conscious, we do not know. It is 
part of the function of the pacifist 
movement to make it conscious, and 
thereby to purify it. But whether it 
becomes conscious or not, it may very 
well be enough to prevent the hun- 
dred per cent. organization for war 
that is demanded. In that case, 
although the powers that be promise 
us a minimum of three more years 
of ‘war, it will be apparent much 
sooner than that we are engaged in 
a futile endeavour. The idea of sub- 
mitting to be petrified into a_ total 
war-machine for the purpose of total 
victory will be seen to be a mirage 
leading. us on to destruction. 


When and if that moment comes, 
the reaction will be great and pain- 
ful. To be at once convinced that 
Germany is pure evil and to be un- 
able to annihilate it is a desperate 
psychological condition to fall mto. 
The nihilism of disillusion is perhaps 
the most dangerous condition of all, 
Against that day, we believe, pacifists 
should be preparing with a positive 
conception of a truer and more 
human society. The mere idea is not 
enough. To the utmost of their 
power, amid the manifold difficulties 
of the actual situation, they should 
be labouring to create cells of the 
new social tissue, concrete though 
necessarily imperfect examples of 2 
society in which, through the con- 
quest of egoism, the seeds of war 
eannot take root. 


Press Jitters Over France 


eannot help suspecting that the trans- 
lators do not really know the French 
language. 

This suspicion is confirmed by the 
astounding mistranslation of the 
Vichy reply to the recent American 
Note. Vichy said that the American 
Note was couched in “unusual” terms: 
the French word was “insolite.” This 
was translated “insulting.” An ob- 
vious schoolboy howler, yet with evil 
results. Against’ this rendering Vichy 
protested—in vain. 


The Press On Laval 


PPHE flood of almost hysterical 

abuse which has been let loose 
appointment as 
shows one 


on Laval on his 
French Prime Minister 
thing plainly: that the event is 
momentous. Also, it reveals the 
British press in its ugliest mood— 
commonly called “jitters.” Even the 
Friend (Ap. 17) talks glibly of “the 
evil influence of M. Laval,” without 
offering any kind of justification. 
Notably, much the most moderate 
comment on the appointment is that 
of the correspondent who knows most 
about French  affairs—Alexander 
Werth in the Sunday Times (Ap. 19): 


The contradictions, both apparent and 
real, are so numerous in the latest French 
crisis that one must be careful not to jump 
to hasty conclusions. Such statements as 
“Laval is a German agent and will hand 
France over to the Germans” do not mean 
anything unless one is prepared to say .©x- 


A 


PACIFIST COMMENTARY 


(Continued from page one) 


actly what he will hand over and how... 

Another point worth remembering is that 
Laval is essentially a pacifist. This leads 
one to believe that, at least, he will be al- 
most as unenthusiastic about a French war 
against Britain as he was about a war 
against Germany. 


Laval’s Policy 


UT the rest of the press is shrill in vitu- 
peration of Laval. Who remembers 
now that it was Laval who tried harder than 
any other French political Jeader to prevent, 
by means of a Franco-Italian rapprochement, 
the expansion of Nazi Germany? ‘The Hoare- 
Laval agreement was the necessary price of 
such a rapprochement, which was successful 
in postponing the Nazi occupation of Austria. 
When the Hoare-Laval agreement was repudi- 
ated by British opinion, Laval’s policy had 
failed: Italy swung over to Germany; and 
the final result has been that France also has 
had to swing over to Germany. 

When Britain repudiated his policy of 
Franco-Italian unity against Germany, Laval 
made up his mind that no policy of resistance 
to Germany was possible. Therefore he de- 
jiberately advocated a policy of collaboration 
with Germany. In fact, Laval’s career as a 
responsible and realistic French politician will 
bear examination better than his rivals’. Yet 
the Daily Mail (Ap. 16) cries: “This man is 
without a shred of loyalty to anybody or any- 
thing except himself. He would betray any 
man and any country. He is detested by the 
French—as tthe bullets which lodged near his 
heart last year have testified.” By the same 
reasoning the bullet which killed that great 
Frenchman, Jean Jaures, in 1914, proved that 
he was detested by the French. 


Truth of the Situation 


HE abuse of Laval is the more remarkable 
in tthe Mail, because it has been more 
outspoken than any other paper about the 


It?s up to the Democracies to 


Put the Kuku Clock Forward 


HE war in the East is draw- 
ing attention to the sad 
condition of those fellow- 
members of our Empire who still 


live in heathen darkness. 

A recent press report, for example, 
describing the natives of New Guinea, 
said that the head-hunting Kuku 
cannibals have “resisted every 
attempt to civilize them.” ; 

We are not informed why fhey 
resisted our civilization, though one 
explanation is that even head- 
hunters feel they must draw the line 
somewhere. ; 

The strength of their resistance to 
civilization is indicated by the report 
that they are still using poisoned 
spears and arrows. 

This is indeed darkness. I almost 
feel justified in asking the Missionary 
Society to return my subscriptions. 

Many a bazaar have I patronized; 
many a hand-painted tea-cosy, poker- 
work wall-motto or portrait of Queen 
Victoria worked in wool have I pur- 
chased, in order that the stumbling 
feet of the heathen might be guided 
into ways of Christendom. Yet. they 
still kill each other with implements 
a thousand years out of date. 

As for the practice of head-hunt- 
ing, this fills me with dismay. That 
fellow-citizens of a Christian Empire 
should  stilli waste their energies 
laboriously removing each other’s 
heads one at a time, when they might 
be blowing whole villages to pieces 
with a fraction of the effort, discloses 
gross negiligence on the part of those 
who are responsible for their educa- 
tion and development. 

* 
NEVERTHELESS, de- 
spite these evidences 
of backwardness, Kuku standards are 
far nearer to those of a Christian 
community than would appear at 
first sight. 

The report continues: “Tribal be- 
liefs and strange taboos are taught 
from childhood. Every Kuku is im- 
bued with the desirability of massacre 
... as proof of his manhood.” 

Here surely are at least some of 
the quallifications for inclusion in the 


_Commonwealth of Christian nations. 


He is already accustomed to learning 
strange taboos from childhood. What 
is even more important is that he is 
imbued with the desirability of 
massacre. 

His motive may be~ slightly 
different. But a person who regards 
Massacre as a means of proving his 
manhood could easily be persuaded to 
regard it as a means of safeguarding 


his civilization and his religion. The 
affinity is close. 
Indeed, many observers declare 


that it must be these people who have 


says 
| OWLGLASS 


been doing the missionary work, and 
that our society leng ago went Kuku. 


* 


one respect alone is 
the Kuku soul in 
1 refer to his 


| Bs 


serious jeopardy. 


cannibalism. 

A vegetarian myself, I am _ not 
acquainted with this particular 
cuisine. But it is generally agreed 
among anthropologists that the 


object of this custom is to absorb 
the virtues of the dear digested. 

I see no reason to doubt this 
theory. Naturapaths tell us that the 
formation of character depends much 
upon diet, and the cannibal’s idea 
seems to be that while the evil that 
men do lives after them, the good 
may be extracted from their bones. 

It is a pretty compliment. A man 
might have a less honourable death 
tham to be eaten for his virtues. And 
fT trust it is the eustom for each 
beneficiary to inscribe around his 
waistline some tribute to the sterling 
qualities that rest beneath:— 


Here lie the courage and wisdom of 
Mpipi Mpopo 
Late of next parish. 
Done with onions. 


* 


Rur the danger of 

the present  situa- 

tion is this: The Kukus are being in- 

vaded by the Japanese, and are 

therefore in danger of absorbing the 
wrong virtues. 

I do not deny that there are good 
qualities in the Japanese, including 
an economic Virility which cannot 
fail to benefit a Melanesian race so 
disinclined to commercial enterprise 
and mass-production. 

But there is in addition an Axis 
flavour which, when contacted by the 
gastric juices, may introduce a 
totalitarian element into the blood- 
stream and set up an intestinal re- 
“sistance to democratic principles. 

If, therefore, we fee} it our respon- 
sibility to guard these heathen from 
erroneous political tendencies, it is 
clearly our duty to provide the 
necessary democratic balance to their 
diet. 

Many people are now being invited 
to sacrifice their lives for the spread 
of democracy throughout the nations. 
This seems a favourable opportunity 
for some of the more edible of our 
democratic missionaries to offer their 
virtues and vitamins to the cause of 
democratic salvation. 


R.LP. 


naval situation inthe Mediterranean. For 
instance, its Naval Correspondent lately 
wrote: “Italy is, at the moment, almost en- 
titled te regard the’ Mediterranean as mare 
nostrum.” And the leader on the same day 
(Ap. 14) asked: “Are we going to attempt to 
hold (in addition to the Atlantic) the Medi- 
terranean and the Indian Ocean? In trying 
to retain command of both, shall we lose both?” 

How, in such a situation, France could be 
expected to do other than she is doing passes 
my wit to conceive. The true cause (J fear) 
of the staggering inconsistency between the 
indictment of British naval weakness in the 
Mediterranean and the denigration of Laval 
for acting in accordance with the situation, 
is the realization that Laval’s appointment 
signifies that Vichy has at last made up its 
mind that Britain cannot win the war. 


‘Naval’ By-Election 


YOL wholly unconnected with the fore 
4 going is the curious situation which 
has arisen in the forthcoming by-election at 
Putney where Capt. Bernard Acworth is stand- 
ing as an Independent. The Conservative 
nominee has withdrawn because “he is in 
agreement with many of Capt. Acworth’s 
views.” (E. News, Ap. 17). Capt. Acworth’a 
views are well known, for he is one of the 
most forceful and forthright writers in the 
press on naval affairs. An article in the 
Daily Mai! (Ap. 14), which, though unsigned. 
I believe on internal evidence to be his, and 
from which the previous remarks about 
Italian strength in the Mediterranean are 
taken, has this thesis: “To achieve a great 
victory somewhere, and to avoid defeat every- 
where, the British Fleet must be concentrated.” 

And Capt. Acworth believes, like Nelson, 
that the Mediterranean is the place where it 
should be concentrated. Besides being a 
withering critic of Mr. Churchill’s naval 
strategy, Capt. Acworth is a very courageous 
opponent of 18B, 2D, and the rest of the ar- 
bitrary powers. Where an officia] Conserva- 
tive nominee withdraws because he agrees with 
Capt. Acworth about these things, it is some 
indication that a ferment is working. 


Whole View Needed 


UT the possible entry of a succession of 
Independent members into Parliament, 
though a significant sign of the times, has its 
dangers. The sense of frustration which may 
carry them to Westminster is a negative 
thing. Some of them, like Capt.: Acworth, 
may have a positive conception of policy: 
most of them will certainly not. It is to be 
doubted whether, for example, the new mem- 
ber for Grantham has anything of the kind. 
Apparently, he is an efficient factory-manager: 
a.minor Beaverbrook. Our situation is much 
too delicate and precarious to be profited by 
a dose of crude and untutored “boosting.” 
What is needed is a few men capable of see- 
ing the situation steadily and seeing it whole. 


What Alternative ? 


1 BELIEVE that such a yiew of the sityation 
would) inspire a steady and determined 
effort towards peace; but, at the present mo- 
ment, there would be little chance of a peace 
seeker being elected to Parliament. But the 
least a responsible Independent could do 
would be to insist, if only in the name of 
victory, that some clear and definite altern- 
ative to Hitler’s “new order” should be set 
before the peoples of Europe. As the Observer 
(An. 19) says: 

“The moral offensive lies with us. Are we 
yet equipped to take it? From the Arctic 
Circle to the Mediterranean, men and women 
are listening. They are listening-in in Ger- 
many. And what do they hear? That we 
have created a Political Warfare Executive, 
that we are confident of victory, that the Four 
Freedoms are better than the New Order. 
They are listening also to Mascow. ‘They 
listen perhaps to Washington. But have they 
yet heard one clear word of what the victors 
mean to do or hope to do for the nations to 
whose deliverance they are pledged?” 


Unnecessary War 


if he Observer, presumably, believes that 
the clear word could be spoken. 1 do 
not. But to refrain from trying to speak it, 
to shirk the manifest moral obligation to 
speak it, if it can be spoken, is to commit the 
appalling crime of condemning Europe and 
ourselves to unnecessary years of carnage. If 
it cannot be spoken, because in fact we have 
no practicable order to offer Europe, then our 
silence is still more criminal: for we are 
condemning Europe and ourselves to un- 
necessary years of carnage for no valid human 
purpose whatsoever, 

Our silence on this crucial matter is a 
confession that Laval is acting in the true 
interest of France. Vituperation of Laval 
for acquiescing in the German order will not 
cover our own nakedness of any alternative 
to that order. And only the extremity of war- 
psychosis makes us blind to the patent fact 
that the peoples of Europe have no interest 
in a Russian victory over Germany. 


Ways To Victory 


O doubt, other things being equal, they 
would prefer a British to a German 
hegemony over Europe. ‘But the other things 
are not equal. There are three practical roads 
to a British victory: by starving Europe, by 
invasion of Europe from the West, by Russian 
invasion of Europe from the East. By saying 
these are practical, I do not imply that they 
are practicable. But one, or two, or all three 
of these a British victory must jnvelve. And 
all three are abHorrent to the peoples of 
Europe, whatever their emigre governments 
may say. 

British victory in the abstract is one thing; 
British victory in the concrete Is quite another. 
In order to reconcile Europe to British vic- 
tory in the concrete—that is, to make the 
peoples change from desiring the end to willing 
the means—would require an inducement that 
is beyond the power of Britain to offer: 
namely, the certainty of a more tolerable 
future than they will get by acquiescing in 
the German hegemony. The destruction of 
Germany makes no appeal to. them. That 
will not make the future tolerable. Germany 
has been destroyed before; and they them- 
selves have m destroyed in consequence. 
Europeans are not fools. It is time we ceased 
to behave as though they were. 


a 
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| 
| VWVHR basis of the Peace Pledge Union is 
Hl the following pledge which is signed 
by each member: 
I RENOUNCE WAR AND 1! WILL NEVER 
SUPFORT GR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
‘The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
forther particulars may be obtained is: 
PPU HEADQUARTERS. 
Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


Conference 
By JOHN BARCLAY 


TINHE act of conference does not of 
itself necessarily promote eithet 
wisdom or a sense of unity. Year by 
year members of various national 
bodies—from Tories to the ILP—are 
filled with great expectations as they 
travel to their central parliaments, 
often to return a few days later bit- 
terly disappointed and depressed. Only 
what is contributed to the pool can be 
taken out, and we are slow to learn. 
The developing sense of unity 
within the PPU may be strong 
enough this year to safeguard the 
pool from becoming contaminated by 
either bitterness or cynicism, in which 
case the result will be a strengthening 
of the Bonds of Peace. 


Looking back over an experience of 
20 years of conferences, I believe that 
the most creative work is done by 
small groups which meet to discuss 
the subjects between sessions, and 
that it is from the spirit so distilled 
that progress springs. 


TWO KINDS 


Conferences can be of two kinds: 
{a) a meeting place of those seeking 
the greatest common multiple of 
truth, or (b) a safety-valve for those 
suffering from frustration. I doubt 
if they can be used for. both purposes 
at the same time without damaging 
something of value in the conference 
itself. 

The majority of those who come} 
are anxious for help and inspiration 
to enable them to carry on another 
year’s work, and it is to those who 
need most help that we.should render 
greatest service. All ~ conferences 
thrive on the critics, but many a 
eritic has dug his own grave in at- 
tempting to short-circuit powerful 
currents of human emotion in order 
to conduct them in some new direc- 
tion. Reaction is the result, and 
time and opportunities are both lost. 

The success of a conference depends, 
on the quality of the lasting impress- 
jon made on the greatest number of 
persons present, and not on the mo- 
mentary Impact made by a few. I be- 
lieve that the PPU is consciously 
seeking a synthesis between politics 
and religion, and it is this spiritual 
struggle within ourselves that is the 
essence of our new development and 
may be the keynote sounded by the 
AGM this weekend. IB 


ACTIVITIES 


The Annual Meeting of the North Wales 
Area was held at Bala Bangor on April 11. 
The afternoon meeting was addressed by the 
Chairman, Rev. J. P. Davies, and the secret- 
aries and treasurer reported on the year’s 
work. The evening meeting was addressed by 
Mr. Dylan Pritchard, of Caernarvon. 


It was decided to hold a number of public 
meetings during the second and third weeks in 
June. All the officials were re-elected. 


WAKE UP, LONDON - 
To the Editor of Peace News 


We have a complaint, and hope you 
will publish this letter to advertise 


the fact. 

At the Central Hall, Westminster (‘‘Free- 
dom of the Press” conference) on Saturday 
Ap. 11, dozens of potential PN customers were 
disappointed, owing to the fact, that there 
were only three sellers and a limited supply 
of papers. Not for a long time has there been 
such an opportunity to increase our sales; yet, 
as usual, we missed it. It was a sad day for 
PN when we lost Ivie Miller: whenever we 
were selling at London meetings, concerts and 
so on (we cover a3 many. as we possibly can) 
we met'her and had the pleasure of co-operat- 
ing; but now she is gone we alone seem to 
be interested in this work. 

Is it asking too much for other London 
Groups to wake up and come and help us? 
We know some individuals hold back because 
they fee) shy and awkward acting as “news- 
vendors,” but we would assure them they are 
missing one of the most amusing, entertaining, 
and important occupations of the day. 

Let this be a challenge to you! (Not you, 
Ed: siddown; we mean the London Groups.) 

PHYLLIS K. INNS 
MARIE HUTCHINS 


BERYL TERNOUTH 
3 Drummond Rd., E.11. 


Jam Tomorrow ! 


HE task before us is the preservation of humanity—and the 


humanities. 


port, war will go on fighting and sacrificing. 


Those who believe in, or are persuaded to sup- 


None wili 


deny their devotion, nor can any now persuade them to give up 


their self-chosen task. 


That does not mean, however, 
that we who cannot support war 
have given up our task. 

We are challenged to match with 
all our energy and selflessness the 
offerings of those who fight, however 
strongly we may feel them to be mis- 
guided. We regret their suffering, 
we do not believe it is justifiable or 
rightly directed; for it still remains 
true that it cannot profit a man—or 
a nation—zto gain the whole world and 
lose its soul. 

To the pacifist the nobility of in- 
dividual immersion in war is more 
than counterbalanced by the ‘horror, 
the futility and the insincerity which 
go to make war and are used in its 
conduct. These amount to a sacrifice 
of soul much more serious than even 
the grievous loss of life and material. 


WAR NO METHOD 


We who have observed, who believe 
we see the true evils and bad purposes 
of this 4s of all modern wars, cannot 
believe that even the most sincere 
desire can lead to the achievement of 
the better world by "the method of 
war. 

We remember the last war in which 
millions of lives were wasted and 
mistakes made on the strength of pro- 


mises for the future, made by states- 
men some of whom wasted those pro- 
mises in twenty years of peace and 
some of whom are even today repeat- 
ing the same mistakes and the same 
promises. 

We remember the treatment of the 
miners in 1921 and 1926; the hos- 
tity to Labour in 1926-27 of the 
people who now preach of Labour’s 
dignity and promise it its “rights” 
tomorrow. 

We remember the betrayal of their 
professed causes by the politicians of 
1929, 1931, and 1935—the last the 
year in which the present House of 
Commons was elected on a policy of 
peace and security. 

We remember the more ressonable 
talk at the beginning of this war. 
when our enemies were the German 
Jeaders and not the German people, 
and our bombers took only leaflets 
over Germany; and we now see the 
growth of organized hatred, the mis- 
use of information, the talk of 
vengeancg and its justification by the 
leaders of the Church. ~ 

And we remember the atrocity 
stories not only of 1914, but of the 
recent Russian campaign against Fin- 
land, and match them against those 
now being told by the Russians 
against the Germans and being used 


Letters to 


the Editor 


The Facts About 
Bombing 


HAERE’S something pacifists can 

take for their comfort. The 
official military mind is stupid to an 
almost unbelievable degree, and so we 
find the truth emerging as soon as the 
authorities feel no harm can be done 
by~revealing ity” 

Thus we find on page one of the 
Daily Herald for Mar. 11, 1942 an ar- 
ticle headed “ESSEN: New Bombs 
Plan” by A. B. Austin, Air Corre- 
spondent. It starts very promisingly 
“Bull’s-eye bombing has been replaced 
by the target-smashing raid.” The 
article proceeded to argue that the 
Scharnhorst and Gneisenau escaped 
because the RAF know “that high 
level night bombing is quite inaccur- 
ate.” The next paragraph is even 
more striking. “In other words the 
Germans were right when they tried 
to flatten ouf ports and industrial 
towns, but they did not carry that 
policy far enough.” 


The end of the article is so beauti- 
fully cynical that any comment would 
be out of place. 


The morning after the famous Coventry 
raid a high RAF officer said to me, “If the 
Germans don’t come back tonight and fin- 
ish the job, they don’t deserve to win the 
war.” His advice is now being applied to 


Germany. 
A. LEAPER 
473 Endike Lane, Hull. 


Japan’s Struggle 


In my book “Japan's Kampf,” of which a 
short unsigned review appears in the current 
number of your paper, I have tried to show, 
by means of factual information and relevant 
analogies, how despite the national and histor- 
jeal particularities (traditions, customs, habits, 
ete.) Japanese Imperialism is based on an 
essentially similar system as that to be found 
elsewhere, particularly in Nazi Germany, and 
how, functioning in such historical conditions 
(national and igternational) Nipponism has 
produced the gé@nerally predictable and pre- 
dicted restlts. 

Whether I have succeeded in my task or not, 
there is little justification for erroneous he- 
liefs of Japan being a ‘‘mystery” with “a 
people given over to Bushido and the ‘patri- 
otic societies’”’—notions as wrong and dan- 
gerous as to think of India as a land either 
of yogis and fakirs or of raves, religions and 
communities who would be jcutting one an- 
other’s throats but for the presence of the 
British Raj. 

¥ have particularly discountenanced all such 


popular conceptions of Japan (Mikado, 
Mystery, Geisha Girls, Mme. Butterfly, 
“Oriental,” “Race” etc.), and so am aston- 


ished at and strongly repudiate the statement 
that “the most sober-minded man, after 
reading it {are you sure it is ‘“Japan’s 
Kampf”?) might be induced to dream of the 


‘yellow peril.’ ” 

JAYA DEVA 

3, Redcliff Place, S.W.16. 

Mr. Deva mistakes the point of the review. 
it was that his painstaking Marxist analysis 
does not fit the picture which he himself 
draws. What he tries to. show is something 


different from what is actually revealed in 
his book.—_-Ed. PN. 


“‘Hoare-Laval’’ 
Agreement 


[NX your very able leader in the April 
17 issue of PN you speak of M. 
Laval as collaborating with Sir Sam- 
ue] Hoare in the so-called Hoare-Laval 
agreement over Abyssinia. 


May I draw your attention to what 
a very distinguished journalist and 
publicist—a recognized authority 
upon Geneva (in its “League of 
Nations” aspect) had to say about this 
matter in his book “Geneva Racket,” 
published about two years ago? Mr. 
Dell stated categorically that the au- 
thor of this plan was neither M. Laval 
nor Sir Samuel Hoare, but Lord— 
then Sir Robert—Vansittart! Mr. 
Dell’s account of the matter deserves 
the closest study, and I have seen no 
convincing contrddiction from any 
quarter. Mr. Dell shows that the 
sedulously propagated story of the 
innocent Sir Samuel Hoare being led 
up the garden-path in this matter by 
the sinister, super-subtle M. Laval 
bears no relation to the facts. 


As a realistically —-even cynically—minded 
Easterner, I have observed that the British 
kept-press reserves its most venomous scurril- 
ities for those who decline to toe the line 
dutifully, and that it has not hesitated to 
blacken and abuse even such a man as Gandhi. 


KAIKHOSRU SHAPURIJI SORABJI 


Women’s Part 


“PT’s” question, “Little woman, what 
now?” remains unanswered by the writer’s 
slightly bitter comments on the results of 
women’s emancipation; nor does the answer 
lie in her summing up. “It is for women to 
take the next step forward on their own in- 
itiative, not as mere yes-men to the prevail- 
ing masculine code but with a positive, orig- 
inal ‘contribution towards getting the nations 
of the world out of their present impasse of 
mutual destruction.” High sounding words! 
But what do they mean. If the article had 
epened with these words and gone on to sug~ 
gest ways and means, a considerable contri- 
bution to pacifist thought might have heen 
made. . 

Such a contribution has, however, been made 
in Peart Buck’s new book called “Of Men and 
Women.” ‘The author says: ‘I believe that it 
is women who must end war if it is ever to 
be ended.” But she does not leave it there; she 
makes specific suggestions for bringing wo- 
men into national and international affairs 
by organizing them for the purpose of edu- 
eation and emancipation from the masculine 
defects mentioned by P.T. 

Her closely reasoned argument on the need 
for organizing women for the specific purpose 
of discovering and eliminating the individual 
and economic causes of war is one that all 
tpacifists, men and women, should read and 
then pass on to their non-pacifist friends. 

SYBIL MORRISON 


Redcap, Greenstreet Green, Farnborough. 


The Editor to Correspondents:— 


Owing to the large number of claims 
on our severely limited space, correspond- 
ents are urged to keep their letters very 
brief, 2nd preferably under 250 words. 


by 
FRANK DAWTRY 


by our propaganda department to the 


ull. 
NEMESIS 


We see also the strategy of war 
failing beeause of this dishonesty and 
insincerity in our past dealings with 
the colonies, with India, and with 


Egypt. 

We notice also at home the tighten- 
ing of the hold on our true liberty; 
the 18B regulation harshly avplied 
and ungraciously relaxed where 
blatant injustice is proved; we see 


waste and wealth prospering as never 
since the last war, answering before 
our eyes and every day the cheap 
phrases of the politicians who speak 
of equality of sacrifice. 

Amongst our own friends we see 
the conscience persecuted despite the 
good intention of the responsible 
minister whose hand has apparently 
been forced more than once by 
strongey interests not in the least con- 
cerned about freedom and liberty of 
thought if these conflict with their 
concerns, 


We see also the grudging attempt, 
itself hardly worthy of ve eee to 
meet the needs of starving Greece 
who nearly pushed Italy out of the 
war for us and was sacrificed to 
Germany after Mr. Churchill’s “great 
news” came from Jugo-Slavia. 

She starves and -we haggle about 
a ship with about two days’ food on it. 


TELLING PHRASE 


_ On the material plane it is “Jam yesterday, 
jam tomorrow, but no jam today!” (A telling 
phrase which carried Mr. A. V. Alexander 
into Parliament in his first campaign in 
Sheffield when I was 2 Guild of Youth helper. 
I wonder if‘‘he remembers it now !) 

It is the same with our freedom—we can- 
not do this ar that today, and we forgot to 
da it in the past, but there will be Blenty of 
it in the future for everybody—-Poland (who 
never had it, but for whom we are fighting) 
included, and also, no doubt, Malaya and 
Cuba and India. 

“fo say so much now borders on sedition; to 
criticize the Government is to impede the war 
or to be accused of disloyalty. On the other 
hand, to agree with it is to be complacent. 

To demand true representation in the House 
is to weaken the Government or to be im- 
practically democratic; but to agree that in 
the present emergency it is best to let the 
Government get on with it is to sacrifice de- 
mocracy without a struggle. 

It is bad enough for those who want to 
contribute their personality to the war effort. 
What can the pacifist do, who cannot find it 
in himself to enter into the war effort? 


(To be continued) 


LLP. POLICY 


The ILP in War and Peace. ILP (318 
Regents Park Rd., London, N.3). 6d. 


The ILP is older than the: Labour Party 
itself; indeed, its members played an import- 
ant part in starting the wider movement and 
some of them for a long time formed its 
political and intellectual spearhead. Yet 
today the ILP has Jost its leading position, a]- 
though there is a growing number of people 
looking for a radical solution to their per-~ 
plexity and discontent. 

Reading this record one feels that-this may 
be because the ILP has remained almost too 
faithful to its’ original doctrine and has 
failed to give it a new interpretation for the 
changed world of today. 


SAME EMPHASIS 


The draft constitution adopted in 1892 had 
for its first point: “That the programme of 
the party be ‘the nationalization of the land 
and other instruments of production.’*’ The 
objective of the party today is “the establish- 
ment of the Socialist Commonwealth, a class- 
less society in which all economic resources 
are commonly owned and controlled...” — 

The emphasis remains the same. But today 
we need something deeper than a political 
campaign with economic reform or revolution 
as its abject. Otherwise we might even 
reach our “Socialist Commonwealth" and dis- 
cover that it is another form of totalitarian- 
ism—in some weys even worse for human 
jiberty than the uneasy compromise of a 
system in which we live now. 

More fundamental even than the need for 
socialism is the need for a re-statement of 
certain basic moral] principles without which 
socialist campaigns will have no real roots. 
The ILP pioneers had a moral fervour which 
no political party possesses today; otherwise 
people would not be turning away from the 
established parties to listen to “unattached” 
individuals such as Cripps and Acland. 


NO CLEAR LEAD 


The ILP’s attitude to this war seems to 
epitomize its lack of clear moral directjon. 
“It stands now,” says this record, “as it 
stood during the war years of 1914-1918, for 
International Socialism and Peace. To this 
end its members work for the establishment 
of a Socialist Government in Britain... It 
wil] continue to hold aloft the red flag of 
International Socialism, conscious’ that this 
alone is the symbol of victory for al] workers.” 

I defy anyone to gather from that whether 
the ILP puts peace or socialism first; or how 
if peace comes second, we are to attain In- 
ternational Sdeialism by continuing the war. 
it contrasts badly with the forthrightness of 
Keir Hardie in 1910, when he said: “The 
nation that has the courage to be the first 
to throw away its arms will win for itself 
one of the greatest names in history.” 


W.C, 


News of C. 


CONDITIONALLY registered 
conscientious objector who failed 
to comply with the condition because 
he regarded his peace work as of the 
greatest importance has been declared 
by the Appellate Tribunal to have 
had “reasonable excuse” for not com- 
plying and has been registered uncon- 
ditionally. 

He is Max Walker, of Chapelthorpe, 
Wakefield, and he appeared before the 
Northern Division of the Appellate 
Tribunal at York on April 16 for 
failing to comply with a condition 
that he should do full-time hospital 
or land work. 


8S 


bh 


Pleading that he was fully occu- | 


pied with his work as Regional Sec- 
retary of the Fellowship of Reconcili- 
ation, and could not do two jobs at 
the same,time, he said his work made 
him one of the few contacts for 
Christian pacifists on the Hast Coast. 


THIRD APPEAL FAILS 


Gerald H. Henderson, of Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, has been court-martialled 
four times and sentenced to 28 days 
detention, 4 months imprisonment, 6 
months imprisonment, and 7 months 
imprisonment. Twice he appealed to 
the Northern Appellate Tribunal 
under section 18 of the Act of 1939 
and on both occasions his application 


was dismissed. 
_On April 2 he applied a third time, 


sided over by Sir Michael McDonnell. 
Henderson said that to take part i 
affairs of the world would be a disobedience of 
Jehovah’s covenants. It has been learnt that 
his appeal has been dismissed once more. 

Another Jehovah’s Witness, Stanley Hilton, 
of Rochdale, was sentenced to two years im- 
prisonment at his third court martial on Feb. 
96, and is serving this in Durham Prison. 
,When he appeared before the Northern Ap- 
pellate Tribunal at York on April 16, his 
second application under section 18 was dis- 
missed. 


the first things I want 
are ——— 
THE C.0.s HANSARD 


Nos. 9, 10 and 11 
i (all 6d. each; 7d. post free) 


TROUBLESOME PEOPLE 
(6d.; 7kd. post free) 


All about the C.O.s of the 
last war 


C.B.C.0. BULLETIN 
for April (3d.; 4d. post free) 


w.C.1 
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C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh St.. 


Best thing 
at the A.G.M! 


new vision 


BUY iT AT THE LITERATURE STALL 
The Pacifist Quarterly 4d. 


For a Socialist Britain Now! 


James Maxton, M.P..' 
Walter Padley 
Florence Stamp 


1.L,P. MAY DAY RALLY 


HOLBORN HALL 
(Corner Grays Inn Rd., and Theobalds Road) 


Friday, May3Ist, at 7 p.m. 


Chair: Trevor Williams 


| HAVE A KEY 


Chapters on World Problems 
BY 


G. STEPHENS SPINKS, M.A. 
Price 1]- (by post, 1/14) 


It seems to me timely, and, on that 
account, among others, valuable. It 
faces our problems realistically; 
there is nothing utopian or escapist 
about it. But it faces them with 
courage and confidence, and that is in 
these days rare and precious.—Canon 
Raven, Master of Christ’s College, 
Cambridge. 


THE LINDSEY PRESS, 
Essex St., Strand, W.C.2. 


Essex Hall, 


SS AT a 


PEACE 


Greece 


Hundreds of thousands of men, women, and 
children could be saved from disease and death 
in Greece if four or five ships could de spared 
to bring in regular consignments of food from 
the Near East. 


HIS admission was made by the 

Evening Standard, Ap. 17, quot- 
ing a member of the Greek Legation 
in London. “Since August” the re- 
port continued, “the death-rate in 
Greece has mounted to more than five 
times the normal. Few of the new- 
born children survive, and malaria, 
tuberculosis, and other diseases are 
rampant.” 


Commenting on the fortnightly 
Turkish relief ship and the limited 
relief so far permitted from the US 
and from Syria, the diplomat added: 
“The situation is really desperate, 
and only 4,000 tons of foodstuffs, 
regularly imported each month, can 
avert disaster on a huge scale.” 


In an outspoken front-page editsrial 
in the Catholic Herald, Ap. 17, Mr. 
Michael de la Bedoyére declares: 


If there is one thing we can safely 
prophesy about the future it is that men 
will look back at this blockade of our 
friends and find it impossible to understand 
how we could have acted so. But there is 
still time to do something. Already, we. 
have at least allowed some food to go to 
starving Greece. There is a great and new 
precedent that should be followed up. 


Let us openly reverse our policy. Let 
us acknowledge ous mistake. Lef us: ask. 
Switzerland to act as controller. Let us 
seek ways and means of relieving Europe:. 
Let us even share what we have at home. 


Such a gesture might well break through 
the bonds of war that hold down the peoples 
of the whole world and be in the end the 
means of restoring human fellowship and 
sanity. 

A public conference in the Friends’ Meeting 
House, Letchworth, on Ap 18, resolved: ‘“That 
this meeting ...deeply concerned over the 
present food situation in Europe and the con- 
sequent terrible plight of our friends and 
allies in the several occupied countries, regards 
controlled food relief on as large a scale as 


possible a most urgent necessity. It’ calls 
upon the Government to explore every. con: 
ceivable’ means of alleviating the sufferings 
of these innocent peoples without affording 
substantial assistance to the enemy.’ It was 
“considered that help on a far greater seale”’ 
than hitherto was necessary. 


NEWS 


Conditions in Belgium aa 
: 
| 
| 


The great majority of the populafion in 
urban centres live on about 1,600 calories per 
head a day, whereas the average requirerients 
of an adult are of the order of 2,400' calories 
when living on a purely sedentary occupation. 
This figure may be taken to express the ntift- 
imum requirements of an sadult. When at 
work, the figure is close to 3,000 calories o 
an average. 


THIS grave statement of the Bel- 

gian food shortage is made in the’ 
latest official report, prepared for the 
Belgian Commission for the Study of 
Post-War Problems by Prof. E. J. 
Bigwood, whose account of gonditions 
inside Belgium, prepared fast June 
has been so widely quoted. From all 


his subsequent information, Prof. 
Bigwood now states, 
there is no evidence whatsoever that the 


food situation has in any way improved; on 

the contrary. The true rations are far | 

from reaching the quantities allowed for | 
by the ration ecards. 

The medical effects of the shortage | 
are far-reaching. Tuberculosis has 
trebled. Among adolescents it now | 
appears most frequently “with rapid ; 
fatal evolution.” Scurvy, rickets, 
anaemia and the other signs of under- 
mourishments are rife—even in the 
tural areas. 

' 
| 


The report confirms that “cereals 
have been supplied to Belgium by the 
Germans. The daily ration of half a 
‘pound of bread could not be main- 
tained without this supply. But the 
1941 Belgian cereal ereps will be ex- 
hausted by February 1942,” and Prof. 
Bigwood doubts whether “the Nazis’ 
grain supplies will be sufficient to 
maintain” the basic ratien. ' 

The Commission’s report ends with 
a plea for some relief scheme, such 
as the Americam Red Crass operated 
in France. 

* a * 


The British, Canadian and United States 
Governments: have declared themselves willing 
to allow monthly shipments of 15,000 tons of 
wheat cr flour from Canada te Greece, stated 
the Parliamrentary Secretary for Economic 
Warfare,. Mr. Dingle Foot, in the Commons, 
Ay. 21. 
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repulsion and disgust ati the harsh- 
ness they are required to show, but as 
time goes on they become increasingly 


; indifferent to the prompting. of these 


sympathetic impulses and even find 
themselves enjoying the infliction of 
cruelty. 


Their latent sadism ‘has come to the 
surface under the influence of an evil 
social tradition. 


They would have been ordinarily 
decent and ‘kindly citizens jivihg 
under ordinary conditions. They are 
not guiltless, but, nevertheless, they 
deserve pit for the moral depravity 
which an evil tradition has produced 
in, them. 


' Our fiercest condemnation must be 
reserved for those leaders who take 
the awful responsibility of unleashing 
the forces of latent sadism as instru- 
mets for their ends. 


The Real Point 


In. discussion of atrocities, it is very com- 
moniy overlooked that the truth or untruth 
of atrocity stories is really irrelevant to the 
issues of the war. 

The Germam Gaverhment started an in- 
vasion of Poland when France and Great 
Britaim had pledged themselves to fight on 
the. stde: of’ Roland if such an invasion took 
placa That, and not subsequent German 
atrocities against the Poles, was the reason 
for Britain’s declaration of war.against Ger- 
many 

Thee question: of the righteousness of the 
Allied’ cause depends, therefore, on the degree 
to which tha German Government was ta 
blame for the startife of the war and not 
on any counting. of atrocities on both sides. 


Let us: make an. effort\ of imagination and 
suppose that Germany had committed this 
act of aggression but that subsequently her 
soldiers had’ fought with unfailing chivalry, 
and that Poland iad been the victim of 
aggression but that subsequently her soldiers 
had been” guilty. of every imaginable atrocity. 

We should still. te fighting on the side of 
Poland, and, if we are right te be fighting on 
the side of Poland now, we should be right 
then. 

Belief in Germum atrocities makes many 
people fight wtih. more determination, and it 
may maké everyone feel that it matters much 
more than it would otherwise whether the 
Nazis are beaten: or victorious; it is not, how- 
ever, really relevant to the essential issues’ on 
which the war is being fought. 


ee ee 

FENNER! BROCKWAY (Chairman, 
C.B.C.0.) will speak at Granville 
Hall, N. KEinchley, at 7.30 p.m., 
Wednesday,. April: 29. 


CLASSI 


ACCOMMODATION 


FARMHGUSE home offered one or two 
children, school age, nominal terms. Preece, 
Silvington, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster. 

FLAT, three rooms (or two only), own. water, 
gas, electricity, lavatory, near Queens Park 
Tube Station. Suit 2 quiet people. Box. 285 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to MeCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 8 
lines), who will give specia] attention to the 
requirements of pacifists. 

PROGRESSIVE home and school seeking 
wider scope and accommodation desire infor- 
mation suitable buildings West England (20- 
30 children) and invite communication from 
pacifist owning farm interested education’ and! 
co-operation with school with knowledge such 
accommodation nearby. Box. 224 PN,.3 Black~ 
stock Rd., N.4. 

WANTED accommodation for young mar- 
ried couple, house, flat or rooms (unfurnished), 
in Hednesford or Cannock district. Box 234 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd... N.4. 

WOMAN AND CHILD require inexpensive 
accommodation; access garden,. kitcher.. 
Country near London, quiet, no interference. 
Box 238 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 


COMMUNITY SCHOOL has vacancies for 
two girls, 64-9, Summer Term May 8 Alder- 
wood. Greenham Common, Newbury. 

KIDSTONES School, Bishopdale, Leyburn, 
Yorks. Vacancies for boys and girls over 9 
years old. In perfect surroundings the school 
life is enjoyed by happy and energetic children. 
Holiday children welcome at 24gns. per week. 

LEARN to write and «speek for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, 
imaginative, intuitive and Intellectual gifts. 
Correspondence lessons 5s. each. (Also visit 
leasons 5s. and small classes, 1s. 6d. each.) 
Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., 
London, N.W.8. 

NORTHERN co-educational school. in safe 
area offers vacancies for 2 or 3 boys between 
the ages of 12 and 16 at 15s. per week incius- 
ive. Any nationality. Box 212 PN, 8 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


C.O. engaged pacifist service, country dis- 
trict, bicycle stolen, reasonable offer needed. 
Gilbertson, Gerbeston, Wellington, Somerset. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


GROUP of pacifists sharing Devon house 
desire married couple or single man; land 
work available locally. Box 232 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

PARTNER wanted with capital for Corn- 
wall market’ garden. Would operate in con- 
junction with highly successful established 
horticultural industry ensuring success. 
Single man preferred. Box 215 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


FIED ADVERTISE 


2d. per word minimum 2s. 64. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


N.B. Cash MUST accompany 
cepy, exeept for series bookings. 


Latest time for copy: 
Classified advertisements: MONDAY 


Displayed advertisements: First post FRIDAY 
(Maximum space allowed—S inches single- 
column or equivalent.) 


LITERATURE, &c. 


INVASIQN—For the Government’s powers 
over @.0.8 and. pacifists during invasion; the 
special criminal courts which will be set’up; 
etc.,. read R. S. W. Pollard’s ABC of Invasion 
Law, Blandford Press, 16 West Central St., 
W.C.i. Post free is. 5d. 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends' House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 

READ The Graalist League: a Foundation by 
Alfred Hy. Haffenden. A program of indi- 
vidual life and group action. The C. W. 
Daniel €o., Ltd., Ashingdon, Rochford, Essex. 
Is. 2d. post paid. ., 


MEETINGS &c. 


“FAMINE IN GREECE.” Speaker, Charles 
Dimont; Mon., Ap. 27, at 7.80 p.m., Youth 
House, 250 Camden Rd., N.W.1. 

FILM show, organised by Golders Green 
(Quaker) Meeting, Thurs. Ap. 30, 8 p.m. 
Free Church Hall. Northway, Hampstead 
Garden Suburb (nearest station Golders Green). 
Speaker Perey W. Bartlett: ‘Towards a 
Better World.” * 

MAY DAY, 1942, For Workers’ Internationa] 
Solidarity against War. Rally at Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square. Sun., May 8, at 6.30 p.m.; 
Anarchist speakers; Tom Brown, Jim Barker, 
Bill Gape, Mat Kavanagh, Fred Lohr , Frank 
Soden. Speakers in Hyde Park throughout 
afternoon. 

STUART MORRIS will speak at Friends 
Meeting House, High Wycombe on Wed.,. Ap. 
29 at 7.80 p.m. All heartily welcomed. 


PERSONAL 


C.0., (29), fond music, walking, reading, 
would like to meet or correspond, also spend 
holiday in June, with man having similar in- 
terests. Box 213 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


IS ANY really efficient shorthand typist in- 
terested enough to give three days a week to 
P.S.U. Centra] Office for £t? Apply P.S.U. 
6 Efdsleigh St., W.C.1. Telephone Euston 
5501. 


Published from 3 Blackstock Rd., London N.4 
by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Cliffor 
Printing Ca., (T.U.), London N.16. 


MENTS 
SITUATIONS VACANT 


C.O. required to, drive food delivery lorry. 
Somerset. Box: 226; PN. 3, Blackstock Rd., N.4- 

COOK GENERAL. required; good home; on 
bus route; £60. Apply Church, Witton 
Rectory, Norwich. 

GUEST HOUSE. NS. Wales. Domestic helper, 
give details. Box 231 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
N-4. 

QUALIFIED teacher for %-10-year-olds, in- 
terested in. Education in Community. Com- 
munity School, Adderwood, Greenham, New- 
bury. 

SEVERAL. men. required for forestry work 
and hauling, of timber with modern tractors. 
Experienna, in manual work essential; when 
applying give previous occupation. J.P. Wil- 
liams, Gobowen, Salop~-. { 

WARDENS needed. for Pacifist Rest House 
in London: Apply. Box 227 PN, 8 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4.. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


C.Ox. requires tractor or cammercial driving,. 
Leicester. distriat,, alternate days; to help re. 
lief yervices finance. Box 280 PN, 3 Blacks 
stock. Rd., M4. 

CQ. requires work, market gardening, in 
Surrey or Byst Berks. preferred. Partner- 
ship. considered. Box 214 PN, 3 Blackstock 
Rd, N.4. 

€:0. (1%),. conditional exemption, requires 
work, preferably in cannection with Socimliss 
movemert. No experience. Leveritt, Haw- 
thorn: Bark, Spalding. 

C.O., 34, married, ene child. Experienced 
tractor driver, honest, willing worker; com. 
petent nrotor engineer, seeks land work; cot- 
tage essential. Box 229 PN, 3 Blacksteck Rd... 
N.4 


LAND WORK sought by conditianally ex~ 
empt C.O. (27); amateur experience; fit. Small 
partmership considered. Details, Box 228 PN; 


‘8 Blackstoek Rd., N.4. 


YOUNG PACIFIST couple require land 
work. Male, driving experience and one 
year’s farm work; adaptable aud willing to 
learn. Box 225 PN, 3 Blackstaek Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform Veg. 
etarian Guest ‘House; for happy holiday or 
restful recuperation; all yaodern comforts.— 
A. and K. S. Ludidw, The Briars, Grich, Mat« 
lock. (Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 
44). 


MISCELLANEOUS 


P.S.U. can now consider fresh applications 
for members. Only men and women with a 
vocation for social work should apply for in- 


terview to P.S.U., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 
Telephone Euston 5501. 

SMALL international fellowship wishes 
build up in choral/instrumental music: good 


leadership. 
Tuesdays, 
W.C.1. 


Practices alternately Sundays, 
Write or call 28 Woburn Square, 


